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SUBJECT: SOUTHERN LEBANON 

REF: (A) STATE 30069, (B) BEIRUT 0583 

1 . 1 CALLED ON FTREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS AT 12:30 P.M. 
FEB 10 AT HIS REQUEST. AS SOON AS I ENTERED HIS OFFICE, 
HE ASKED ME IF I HAD HEARD THE NEWS BROADCAST FROM 
ISRAEL THIS MORNING. I REPLIED THAT I HAD. BOUTROS 
SAID THAT THIS KIND OF PUBLICITY WAS EXTREMELY 
TROUBLESOME FOR THE GOL. IT PUTS PRESIDENT SARKIS 
IN AN EXTREMELY DELICATE POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE 
LEBANESE PEOPLE AND OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES. BOUTROS 
SAID THERE IS NO JUSTIFICATION FOR IT, AND "IT IS NOT 
FAIR." HE ASKED THAT THE USG INTERVENE WITH THE 
ISRAELI GOVT ON THIS SUBJECT. BOUTROS SUGGESTED 
THAT THE ISRAELIS COULD SAY THAT AN UNDERSTANDING 
SATISFACTORY TO ISRAEL HAD BEEN WORKED OUT, OR, 
PREFERABLY, THAT A REDEPLOYMENT OF THE ASF WAS 
UNDER WAY WHICH MET ISRAELI CONCERNS. BOUTROS 
SAID THAT GOL WOULD PREFER NOT RPT NOT TO ISSUE 
ANY PUBLIC STATEMENT OR COMMUNIQUE CONCERNING 
SECRET 
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THE WITHDRAWAL OF ASF FORCES, BUT IF THIS KIND OF 
PUBLICITY CONTINUES FROM THE ISRAELIS, THEY MAY 
BE FORCED TO DO SO. THE PUBLICITY FROM ISRAEL; 

THEY ARE MAKING A PUBLICITY STUNT OUT OF IT AND 
DELIBERATELY TRYING TO EMBARRASS THE GOL. IF 
IT CONTINUES, PRESIDENT SARKIS WILL BE PUSHED INTO 
A CORNER AND BOUTROS HIMSELF, WHO HAD WORKED 
HARD TO GET THIS AGREEMENT, WOULD BE DEEPLY 
EMBARRASSED. 
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2. BOUTROS THEN ASKED THAT WE TELL THE ISRAELIS 
TO PUT PRESSURE ON THEIR "FRIENDS' 1 IN THE AREA NOT 
TO ATTACK THE LEBANESE FORCES THAT WILL GO IN TO 
REPLACE THE SYRIAN ASF FORCES. THE GOL, FOR ITS 
PART. WILL TRY TO PREVENT THE "OTHER SIDE” FROM 
TAKING PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS, BUT ISRAEL MUST 
ASSIST IN CALMING THE SITUATION IN THE AREA BY 
USING ITS INFLUENCE TO RESTRAIN ITS "FRIENDS”. 

ISRAEL SHOULD BE MORE DISCREET AND 
DIPLOMATIC. (COMMENT: ALTHOUGH BOUTROS WAS 
NOT SPECIFIC ABOUT WHO ISRAEL'S "FRIENDS" ARE, 

HE WAS OBVIOUSLY REFERRING TO RIGHT-WING 
CHRISTIAN FORCES IN THE BORDER AREA.) 

3. BOUTROS THEN TOLD ME THAT THE WITHDRAWAL 
TO AYSHIYAH WOULD BE COMPLETED BY MONDAY, FEB 

14 AT 0800 LOCAL. 

4. 1 THEN PASSED TO BOUTROS ORALLY MESSAGE 
REF A. BOUTROS ASSURED ME THAT ONLY LEBANESE 
UNITS WOULD BE USED TO SUBSTITUTE FOR SYRIAN ASF 
FORCES. 

HE THEN ASKED IF ANY NON-SYRIAN ASF UNITS 
WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE, AND I REPLIED AS INSTRUCTED 
PARA 3 REF A. 
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5. COMMENT: I REALIZE THAT ISRAEL'S PROBLEM 
WITH ASF DEPLOYMENT TO NABATIYAH AREA HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN PRIMARILY A POLITICAL/PUBLIC RELATIONS 
PROBLEM AND THAT GOI COULD HARDLY BE EXPECTED 
TO MAINTAIN TOTAL SILENCE ABOUT LEBANESE 
AGREEMENT TO WITHDRAW. HOWEVER, NEWS REPORTS 
HEARD HERE THIS MORNING ON BOTH ISRAELI RADIO AND 
BBC ARE EXACERBATING A DIFFICULT SITUATION AND 
RUBBING SALT IN LEBANESE WOUNDS. IF THIS SORT OF 
PUBLICITY CONTINUES, SARKIS AND BOUTROS WILL BE 
GREATLY EMBARRASSED AT BEST, AND AT WORST 
AGREEMENT MAY FALL APART, PARTICULARLY IF 
ISRAELIS TRUMPET IN ADVANCE THE EXACT TIME AND 
DATE OF PROMISED WITHDRAWAL. I THEREFORE URGE 
DEPT TO USE EVERY RESOURCE AT ITS DISPOSAL TO 
PERSUADE THE ISRAELIS TO HANDLE THIS MATTER WITH 
UTMOST DISCRETION AND UNDERSTANDING FOR ITS EFFECT ON 
PRESIDENT SARKIS AND LEBANON. PRESIDENT SARKIS’S 
AUTHORITY AND PRESTIGE WILL DEFINITELY BE 
WEAKENED BY THIS WITHDRAWAL IN ANY CASE, BUT 
THE DAMAGE MAY BE MANAGEABLE IF THE PUBLICITY 

15 NOT TOO EMBARRASSING. 

LANE 
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